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Train the Trainer Seminar

Information on

· Social Security Retirement/ Survivor/ Disability/ Medicare
· Supplemental Security Income/Homeless Outreach Project/Appeals
· Social Security Employment Support Services

· Protection and Advocacy 
· Medicaid/ Veterans Administration Benefits
· Tribal and Montana Vocational Rehabilitation Services
· Indian Health Service

· Fort Peck Tribal Health Services

Fort Peck Community College, Greet the Dawn Auditorium
Poplar, Montana

April 23rd and 24th, 2008
Agenda –Wednesday, April 23rd, 2008
1:00 P.M. to 1:20 P.M. – Prayer.  Introduction and Welcome by Mr. Garrett Big Leggins, Vice-Chairman, Fort Peck Tribes, Poplar.
1:20 P.M. to 3:00 P.M. – Social Security Retirement and Survivor Benefit entitlements, Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Benefits, Disability Benefits, and Medicare by Andrew Hudson, Public Affairs Specialist, SSA, Helena
3:00 to 3:10 P.M. – Break

3:10 to 4:30 P.M. – SSI and Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) medical determination by Connie McEachern, Dan Lofton, and Roger Ala, DDS, Helena
4:30 P.M. – Questions & Answers
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Agenda –Thursday, April 24th
8:30 A.M. to 8:40 A.M. – Songs by “Tatanka Oyate” and Introductions.
8:40 A.M. to 10:15 A.M. – Social Security Employment Support Services by Gary Flom, Montana Center on Disabilities @ MSU-Billings, Billings
10:15 A.M. to 10:25 A.M. – Break

10:25 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. – Protection and Advocacy by Liesl Beck and Lynn Winslow, Montana Advocacy Program, Helena
12:00 P.M. to 1:00 P.M. – Veterans Administration Montana Health Care Services by W.J. ‘Buck’ Richardson, Minority Vet Program, Rocky Mountain Health Network, Denver, CO
{A working lunch hosted by Assiniboine Sioux Vocational Rehabilitation Program will be served at noon.}
1:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. – Assiniboine Sioux Vocational Rehabilitation Program by Wilfred Bear, Project Director, Fort Peck Tribes, Poplar and Montana Vocational Rehabilitation Services by Barbara Varnum, DPHHS, Helena
2:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M.  – Medicaid Services and eligibility by Loretta Eldridge, DPHHS Regional Policy Specialist, Great Falls, John Hein, DPHHS, Helena, and John Hoffland, DPPHS, Helena
3:00 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. – Indian Health Service by Rose Akers, Contract Health Director, I.H.S. Poplar
3:30 P.M.  to 4:00 P.M. – Fort Peck Tribal Health by James Melbourne, Director of the Fort Peck Tribal Health Department, Poplar     
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PLUS!  PLUS!  PLUS!  PLUS!  PLUS!  PLUS!  PLUS!  PLUS!
Booths and tables with brochures and other program information will be
available from presenters and other agencies and organizations.  Door prizes!  
Snacks provided by the Fort Peck Tribal Health Department.
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Training provided by the Social Security Administration
Indian Health Service
Fort Peck Tribal Health Department
Assiniboine Sioux Vocational Rehabilitation Program

Veterans Administration Montana Health Care Services
Montana Center on Disabilities at MSU-Billings
Montana Advocacy Program
Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services                                             
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Topics for Discussion
Social Security Benefits – Instructor from the Helena Social Security Administration Office will provide information about Social Security retirement and survivor’s benefits.  Topics will include and are not limited to eligibility requirements, how benefits are calculated, and how work affects entitlement to benefits.  Medicare eligibility, enrollments periods and coverage will also be presented.
Supplemental Security Income – Instructor from the Helena Social Security Administration Office will provide information about the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program.  Topics will include and are not limited to eligibility requirements, calculation of payments and income and resource (assets) limits.
Social Security Disability Insurance – Instructors from SSA and DDS will provide information regarding Social Security benefits payable to disabled workers, disabled widow(er)s, and disabled adult children.  Topics will include and are not limited to eligibility requirements, benefit calculations, continuing disability reviews, Homeless Outreach Projects, and how the Montana Disability Determination Services evaluates medical and other evidence of disability for adults and children.
Medicaid and VR Services – Instructors from the Montana Department of Public Health and Human Service will review the financial and non-financial criteria for entitlement to Medicaid and VR benefits in Montana.  There are several Medicaid programs for families, children, and pregnant women.  The criteria for state Medicaid assistance for qualified Medicare beneficiaries will also be covered.  
Assiniboine Sioux Vocational Rehabilitation Program – Project Director for the Assiniboine Sioux Vocational Rehabilitation Program will provide information on VR benefits and services. 

Fort Peck Tribal Health – Department Director will provide information about Fort Peck Tribal Health Department Services.
Indian Health Service – Contract Health Director will provide information about I.H.S. services including Contracted Health Services and how people qualify for CHS.
Employment Works:  Montana’s Transition from BPAO to WIPA project is part of the Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Improvement Act that was established in 1999.  The goal of the project is to provide direct service to Social Security Disability beneficiaries in understanding and utilizing employment supports and work incentives and achieving their vocational goals.
PABSS/MAP/CAP – The Protection and Advocacy for Beneficiaries of Social Security (PABSS) is a resource established under the “Ticket to Work” and the Work Incentives Improvement Act of 1999.  PABSS staff members provide direct advocacy and representation to protect and secure the rights of SSI and SSDI beneficiaries who are trying to gain, regain, or maintain employment.  PABSS services primarily focus on resolving and removing barriers to employment.  Instructors from Helena will also provide information about protection and advocacy services within the Montana Advocacy Program (MAP) including the Client Assistance Program which assists individuals who are seeking or receiving services under the Rehab Act as amended in 1998.
Department of Veterans Affairs – Instructors from Veterans Administration, Rocky Mountain Health Network, will provide information regarding services and eligibility requirements for Veterans Administration benefits and entitlements.   

 “If a man loses anything and goes back and looks carefully for it, he will find it “– Sitting Bull                                                                          
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Carla Lovan, Indian Health Service, Poplar, 768-3491;
Wilfred Bear, Assiniboine Sioux Vocational Rehabilitation Program, Poplar, 768-3488; 
Lori Brengle, Area I Agency on Aging, Glendive, at 1-800-551-3191;
Gary Flom, Montana Center on Disabilities, MSU-Billings at 1-888-866-3822;
Roger Ala, DDS, Helena, at 1-800-545-3054
The presenters want to thank the Fort Peck Indian Health Service, Assiniboine Sioux Vocational Rehabilitation Program, Area I Agency on Aging, Fort Peck Tribal Health Department, and the Montana AARP for their leadership and assistance in organizing and sponsoring the Fort Peck Tribes’ Federal Benefits Workshop.
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